TorahQuest Guide to Hevruta Study

1. Your hevruta is your partner in studying the text.

· The word hevruta comes from the same Hebrew root as haver/havera (friend) and havurah (friendship circle). Your hevruta is your study buddy.

· Traditional Jewish text study is about exploring different aspects of a text and wrestling with (considering, responding to, arguing with, riffing on) both what you find in the text and what you and your hevruta have to add. In this wrestling process, you and your hevruta are creating something new with this text. If you include any other commentators in your studying (whether ancient or contemporary) they too become part of your conversation.

· Usually, two people study together in hevruta. If necessary, you can use the same format in a group of three, but no larger.

2. Read the text aloud to each other. You’ll probably want to take turns reading.

3. Read one line at a time. Before you go on to the next line, see if either of you has any ideas or questions that you might want to talk about.

4. Your job is to encounter the text together with your hevruta.

5. You and your hevruta together decide how much you read and what to focus your discussion on.

In studying the text, you and your hevruta might want to try one or more of the following ways of reading:

· As you read, write down every question you can come up with relating to what you are reading.

· Notice what you notice. What jumps out at you?

· What is missing in the text?

· What doesn’t make sense?

· What does the text teach?

· What should the text teach?

· Read one line in Hebrew and then the same line in English (or read the English first and then the Hebrew).

· Have one person read it and the other(s) act it out. This is particularly useful if you’re getting bored, confused or annoyed.

· Leyn it using Torah trop (if you know how).
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